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Hands Free Child Restraint Means 

The scope of this invention relates to hands free child restraint apparatus and more 
specifically and preferably a child restrain means that is suitable for safely restraining 
a child whilst walking under competent supervision. 

The background to this invention requires one to look at numerous as well as various 
means that have been proposed and developed to safely restrain children whilst 
walking, these include upper body straps that attach via buckles and clasps to a 
tethered line, the disadvantage of such restraints has been found to be time consuming 
as each vertical upper body strap as well as each horizontal upper body strap has to be 
individually adjusted and when not in use such restraints can be problematic with 
regards to stowage especially when travelling. 

Accidents are most common and continue to be a serious problem with active children 
when not competently supervised when out walking and quite often they are more 
than able to circumnavigate the security of currently available restraint means and 
lack of supervision usually occurs when parents are momentarily distracted. 
The other most common time of distraction usually occurs during shopping-trips when 
parents require to have hands free access to the stores goods or personal possession 
such as purses and handbags to enable payment to be made at point of purchase and 
because they have to momentarily let go of the strap reins so to speak, it is during 
these hand free moments that the child is unattended, which is when accidents and 
injuries are most likely to occur. 
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Thepresent invention relates to a hands free child restraint and in particular a child 
restraint means that will restrain a child safely whilst walking and being supervised by 
a competent person and most preferably a child restrain means that will overcome the 
aforementioned disadvantages of previously known child restrain means by way of 
being hands free for competent person supervising the child when walking. 

Accordingly, there is provided a hands free child restrain means for use in safely 
restraining a child whilst walking whilst being supervised by a competent person, the 
child restraint means will preferably comprise means for connecting the competent 
person to the child. 

The invention will now be described by way of drawings as well as by way of 
description. 

Referring to the drawings there is shown a hands free child restraint in accordance 
with the invention 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a competent person as well as a child illustrating the 
use of the invention restraining the child by means of a cable line which is attached to 
a belt which circumscribes the waist of the competent person and comprises a integral 
housing which accommodates when not on use a cable dispensing means as well as 
tension means for automatically retracting slack cable. 

The cable dispensing means when in use is attached to the child by way of a belt 
which circumscribes the waist of the child and comprises a integral housing which 
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contains locking means for the cable dispensing means when connected to the child's 
belt. 

Figure 2 is detail of Figure 1 illustrates how the cable line is attached to the competent 
person's belt as well as the child under restraints belt. 

As shown in Figure 1 the present invention comprises a cable 1 attached to integral 
housing 2 which is attached to the competent persons belt 3 and interconnected to the 
integral housing 4 by way of cable 1 . 

The integral housing 4 is attached to the child's belt 5 by way of a locking means 
which is housed in integral housing 6 

The cable dispensing and retracting means mechanism which is not shown in detail 
sketch or drawing form which is contained within integral housing 4 comprises a 
suitable spring mechanism mounted on a suitably matched rewind drum, with the 
spring mechanism suitably tensioned as to ensure that the cable 1 is dispensed or 
• retracted and or rewound in a automatic controlled and un-entangled manner. 

r - 

The locking means mechanism not shown in detail sketch or drawing form and which 
is contained in integral housing 6 comprises locking means to enable integral housing 
' 4 to be interlocked mechanically to integral housing 6. which is attached to child's 
belt 5. 

The relevant integral housing 2 is fastened to the competent persons belt 3 by way of 
passing the belt 3 through housing device attachment 7 which is attached to housing 2 
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by way of mechanical fastener. 

The relevant integral housing 6 is fastened to the child's belt 5 by way of passing belt 
5 through the adequate spacing that is provided at the rear of housing 6. 
The belt length are preferably adjusted to suit both the competent person as well as 
the child, the belt length being adjusted by sliding portions of the belt into or out of 
the openings on the belt fasteners ( not shown) 

The integral housing 4 when not in use is housed within integral housing 2 and held in 
place by the tensioned retracting mechanism of contained within housing 4. 
It is understood that the invention is not limited to the specific details as herein 
described which are shown by way of example only and that within the scope of the 
invention various alterations and modifications may be made for example the various 
housings may be manufactured in a various materials. 
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